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Florida Coast Deep Corals 2005

Detail

Each site visited was surveyed using-the shipboard fathometer. This-information
was geo-referenced for potential future incorporation into a GIS database. During
our weather days, we also ran fathometer transects over unexplored features on

I the Miami-Terrace.

A putative new family and several new species of amphipods were discovered
living as commensals with various species of hexactinellid sponges. A new
species of Bamboo coral and possible new (purple) gorgonian were collected.
Many specimens are in the process of identification so further new species are
unknown at present.

Solenosmillia variabilis

Geologic characterization will be carried out for each site.
Rock samples were collected for geologic description.

A CTD cast was taken with the U. Miami Niskin array, in addition to the depth,
temp, salinity and current speed/direction recorded during each dive.

'We had 16 successful submersible dives, but lost 5 operational days to bad

weather.

A device (owned by Dr C Kellog) for in situ fixation of coral samples was used by
Dr J. Solson for collecting microbial samples from L. pertusa

An acoustic fish monitoring device belonging to Dr G Gilmore was deployed at a
site in Cape Canaveral.

Three outreach elements were included: 1) a videographer working with teachers
at sea to create an educational video for subsequent distribution to area schools

|2) a videographer from Blue Land Media creating a documentary for distribution

to public broadcasting 3) a permanent interactive exhibit at the Smithsonian
Marine Station Ecosystems Exhibit in Ft Pierce FL.

A total of 5 students were invited, 2 PhD from NTNU in Norway, 1 MS from U.
Oregon, 1 undergrad from Nova Southeastern University and 1 MS from UNCW

The cruise involved the following disciplines: mapping, geology, coral biology and '
ecology, taxonomy, genetics (coral and gastropods), microbiology, fish biology,
chemical ecology and coral community ecology

Several new features were explored, and a very healthy new L. pertusa site was
documented.
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