Updated 28 Nov. 2006

DIVE TIPS: Port Diver (LADDER cruises)
The Port Diver position is a privilege that comes with substantial responsibilities.  Remember that the success of several different investigators’ projects may rest on your performance. 
Day before dive:

· Basket plan to Expedition Leader by mid-day if possible, by 6:00 PM if not

· Draft dive plan to Dive Coordinator for comments by mid-day

· Final dive plan to Exp. Leader, Top Lab, Bridge, Ch. Sci, and posted by 6:00 PM

· Launch sites and way points may be added later if contingent on night ops

· Attend evening debriefing of previous dive

· Assemble onto clipboard:
· Dive Plan with waypoints - 
· use renavigated if available

· I believe that both the bridge and Top Lab are OK with lat-lon in decimal minutes

· XY’s are helpful on the bottom

· get all coordinates double-checked, preferably by Ryan

· Maps of overall area and specific site

· Diagrams of experimental site(s)
· Data sheets for deployment and recovery, list of expected block numbers
· Protocols for specific tasks

· Basket diagram

· Extra paper for note-taking
Dive day

· Check with pilot before bottom approach : Imagenex ON, Doppler RESET, Framegrabber ON

· Default video setup: Port pan&tilt on Port screen; Stbd pan&tilt on Stbd screen

· Check screen overlay is ON/OFF depending on use (OFF for mosaic)

· For mosaic, switch to 3-chip on Port screen

· For important events or sites, record accurate TIME first, then position, then other data (depth, heading, temperatures, etc).  First choice for XY’s is LBL.  If not available, note the source (overlay, pilot’s best guess, etc.).  All event data should be in writing (not just on voice recorder)
· Remember that XY positions on screen overlay are from doppler and may differ from LBL values (which are more accurate if from a good fix)

· Brief pilot in advance on protocols for specific tasks

· Approach replicate sites in orientation of original deployment if possible

Day after dive

· Write summary and transcript of dive

· Give a list of times and sites/events to the navigator for the renav Dive Track

