Deployment Protocol for Mullineaux Sandwiches and Blocks
Settlement surfaces are to be deployed in specific environmental (characterized by temperature) and/or faunal areas.  The dive plan should contain specific instructions on exactly where they should go.  You will need a Settlement Surface Deployment Sheet for each site you will visit.

1.  Locate a likely location.  This should be relatively flat and large enough for the sandwiches/blocks to be near each other, but not touching.  It is also very helpful if there is a place that the sub can set down without disturbing the fauna or other experiments.

2.  Take several temperatures with the Lo-T probe at various places around the area.  Give the probe time to reach its maximum temperature at each reading.  If the temperatures are in the right range proceed to step 3.  Otherwise, choose another location.
3.  Set the sub down (if possible) and fill in the information at the top of the deployment sheet.

4.  Note that some blocks and sandwiches may have long, auxiliary handles; these are for areas where they may be overgrown (vestimentiferan and bivalve areas).  If there is more than one type on the basket, you will need to choose the appropriate type for the particular site.
5.  Choose a block to deploy (probably the pilot will have a preference about which is easiest to get to) and place it in the area you’ve selected.  It is preferable to place sandwiches so that the handle is facing up.  Record the time, type of surface (block or sandwich) and ID number.  Add any comments (such as Lo-T probe malfunctioning), if necessary.
6.  Repeat for additional blocks at that location.
7.  Take temperatures at the base of each block, allowing the probe time to equilibrate at each reading.  It is important to get a temperature for each block separately in any area where the temperature differs from ambient.  If the temperature is ambient, it is sufficient to take one reading for the set.

8.  If the surfaces have auxiliary handles, they will be rubber-banded to keep them out of the way during the dive.  At the pilot’s convenience, these will need to be extended (pulling on the top yellow handle should let the line slide free of the rubber band).  Do not disturb the cable tie pull-pin!
9.  Deploy a marker, if there is not already one there, and record its label on the sheet.

10.  Take several still photos of the site and also get video of the surfaces in situ and of the surrounding fauna.
