DRAFT

Tradition Has It…

Alvin Dive # 37--         had proceeded as scheduled.  After the       hours at the seamount, the sub broke the surface loaded with specimens for the scientists.  Inside the two weary scientists were eager to breathe fresh air.  Mike Rowe and Sara Flood Page stepped onto the A-frame to retrieve shoes.  They were cautious not to don the shoes, as the ritual was about to commence.

This was the first Alvin dive for the graduate student from Oregon State University and the undergraduate from University of California-Santa Cruz.  Holding with tradition, one is doused with a bucket or two of cold water after the first dive made. This drenching adds another dimension to the memories of the defining moment in the undersea experience.  

Insert:( Sarah-drenched) Sarah Flood Page, an undergraduate on her first scientific research cruise, bows to tradition.

Insert: (Mike-doused) Mike Rowe completes his first dive in Alvin and is given the traditional honors.

  These two had seen it occur to Chad Cohen, a producer from National Geographic who accompanied us on the first leg of this cruise.  This set the stage for the remainder of the first time Alvin divers amid cheers from the crowd gathered on the deck of the Atlantis.  This seemed small price to pay for the opportunity to dive on this research submersible and was accepted with pride. 

Insert (Chris Moy)

One of the dives was a red-letter day for a swimmer on the Alvin crew.  His fate held a bit more. Anthony Berry officially earned his title Pilot In Training. To celebrate his dive status, he was doused with a day’s collection of scraps from the galley watered down and seasoned with curry. He bore the celebratory slop with honor as chunks drained down his body from head to toe.  Taylor Heyl, an assistant to Dr. Brad Stevens, shared the celebration having been in the third seat of the sub dive. 

Insert (Anthony-and -Taylor): After being soaked with the traditional pail of water, Taylor Heyl submits to sharing Anthony Berry’s fate as a new PIT member.

