Because we lacked a 5.5 cm corer for meiofauna sampling, the OV was forced to modify collection methods for meiofauna and microtox sediment.  The water was extruded from the core and not sieved since the volume of water over the entire core would not be representative of the volume sampled for meiofauna.  Thus the top 0.5-0.25 of water/sediment interface was left in the core for extrusion, and the core was extruded to slightly more than 1 cm for the first set of samples.
Prior to sampling, the meiofauna jars were marked with specific volumes, the jar to hold the 0-1 cm extrusion was marked to 25 mL which was at the top of the bottom rim of the jar while the jar to hold the 1-3 cm extrusion was marked to 50 mL (volumes calculated from the corer used by the Gyre).  The microtox jar was marked at two volumes, 15 mL and 45 mL, because sediment was collected from both the 0-1 and 1-3 cm extrusions and place in the same jar (similar to the Gyre SOP which samples to a depth of 2.5 cm).  The 1st cm (0-1) was extruded, cut and left in a scooping device.  A spoon was then used to collect the sediment, getting the depth equally, and filling the 1st meiofauan jar to the 25 mL mark.  15 mL of the remaining sediment was then placed in the sediment microtox jar.  The next 2 cm (1-3) were then extruded, cut and left in a scooping device.  A spoon was again used this time to fill the 2nd meiofauna jar to the 50 mL mark.  30 mL of the remaining sediment was then placed into the same microtox jar.
For the first 3 stations (1.20-1.18) 30 mL of sediment were collected from the first 1 cm for meiofauna while 70 mL were collected from the 1-3 cm extrusion.  After the 1st day, volumes were calculated from the SOP used by the Gyre and their 5.5 cm extrusion core, and 25 mL were collected from the first 1 cm for meiofauna while 50 mL were collected from the 1-3 cm extrusion.  For most of the remainder of the stations (1.17-1.01, 0.00, 2.30-2.28, 2.24-2.21, 3.35-3.31, and 4.49-4.46) the volumes were changed to 25 mL and 50 mL mirror the Gyre more accurately.  
A 5.5 cm diameter corer was obtained from the Gyre on 10/3/2010, and thereafter the methods detailed by their SOP were able to be followed exactly.  Upon using this method it appeared that both collection methods were comparable due to the floculant, uneven nature of the top 1 cm which made collecting exact volumes difficult to say the least.  For the first 4 stations (4.45, 4.44, 2.27, and 2.26), however, unfiltered seawater was used to rinse off the scoop and extruder ring into the collection jars (a new step for our collection) so some pelagic organisms may have made it into the sample

