July 16, 2010

NF-10-13-DWHLC Daily Chief Scientist Status Report

NOAA Ship Nancy Foster
Ryan Smith (NOAA/OAR/AOML)

Worked north along section #9 today toward DWH wellhead.  Conducted two stations based on hull-mounted ADCP current velocity vector maps as we moved from the center of Eddy Franklin out to its northern border.  The first station was conducted at the section’s maximum eastward flow (~3KT); the second, just outside the circulation at 26°55.6’N 87°53.1’W.
As of 0000 EDT on July 17, 2010, NOAA Ship Nancy Foster is located at approximately 28°00.4’N 88°10.3’W conducting station operations near the northern end of section #9.

Station operations completed on July 16, 2010
2 CTD casts

3 neuston tows

2 bongo tow
2 MOCNESS tows
Underway deployments completed on July 16, 2010

28 XBT drops
4 SVP drifter deployments

2-3 foot seas.  Tarballs observed at our present location (28°00.4’N 88°10.3’W).  There is no surface sheen visible at our present location, and no subsurface hydrocarbon signatures are visible on our CTD downcast trace (cast currently in progress).  We plan on working in the DWH near-field throughout the 17th.  We are coordinating with SMU and SIMOPS to sample south of the wellhead at sites where deep plumes were observed today by the R/V Ocean Veritas.  We will also be conducting casts just west of the wellhead (< 5nmi) at suspected formation seeps.
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