July 15, 2010

NF-10-13-DWHLC Daily Chief Scientist Status Report

NOAA Ship Nancy Foster
Ryan Smith (NOAA/OAR/AOML)

Continued working southwest along section #8.  Arrived at the western terminus of the section at around 2145 EDT.  Hull-mounted ADCP velocity measurements, collected continuously across the section, suggest that we are very near the center of Eddy Franklin 
(see below).

As of 0000 EDT on July 16, 2010, NOAA Ship Nancy Foster is located at approximately 25°29.7’N 87°30.8’W conducting station operations at the western end of section #8.

Station operations completed on July 15, 2010
5 CTD casts

4 neuston tows

4 bongo tow
1 MOCNESS tows
Underway deployments completed on July 15, 2010

17 XBT drops
Calm seas.  No oil observed.

Upon completion of section #8, we will work north towards the DWH site.  We plan on arriving in the general vicinity of the site at dawn on July 17th.  At this point in time, we are still awaiting guidance regarding suggested sampling locations targeting suspected deepwater hydrocarbon plumes.
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