L11 and L12 Pump Mooring Deployment Report (AT15-14)


P.R. Jackson, 12-28-06
Summary:

L11:
The L11 mooring deployment went relatively smoothly until the release.  The currents were small and the excursion of the mooring from the drop site was acceptable so no moves of the ship were necessary.  However, when it came time to release the mooring, the wire release would not respond to the release command (or any commands for that matter).  After about 40 attempts (tried two deck boxes, many power configurations, bow thruster off, etc.)  the release finally replied and the mooring was released.  Perhaps low power was an issue (it was noticed that the release would occasionally chirp in the lab over the past two weeks—while it should not have been the case, the release may have been enabled and run low on power).  We switched the wire release to the AT15-12 wire release for the L12 mooring.  The final placement of the mooring was about 100 m west of the ASC near Ty/Io.
L12: 
This release went smoothly.  The currents were stronger and the mooring was swept out to the west of the ship and several moves of the ship were required to position the mooring.  The release (AT15-12 wire release) triggered on the second try and the mooring fell just about 50 m south of the target in the ASC.
Brief Review of Procedures:

L11:
12-28-06

1845 
On Station, begin mooring assembly


1920
Mooring on the wire


1936 
Transponder on the wire, beginning decent


2051
1648 m, 1678 mwo, 4 m to east of target

2107
2157 m, 2171 mwo, 24 m east of target

2140 
released mooring (after about 40 attempts)

Release position:
X: 4497

Y: 77585
(deep solution)





Lat:9N 50.091 
Lon: 104W 17.545
L12:
12-28-06

2333
Mooring on the wire


2351
190 m, 210 mwo, 85 m west of ship

0042
1357 m, 1375 mwo, 103 m west of ship

0123
2165 m, 2181 mwo, 107 m west of ship, 

series of 3 100m east moves requested

0149
Mooring released
Release position:
X: 4901

Y: 76109
(deep solution)





Lat: 9N 49.290 
Lon: 104W 17.325
