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2.  It’s really hard for me to pick one aspect of the course as my favorite.   I loved being on the boat and in the water.  The fact that it was a field course is what really go t me here.  If this had been a lecture only course taught in College Park, I probably wouldn’t have taken it.  Things I liked about the course itself include all the lab work, the other people in the course and on the boat, and the daily logs.  Even though they were a pain to write sometimes, they helped me gain a better understanding of what I as doing and why.  I would have preferred to have them printed and have hand written feedback just because I think I would have used them more as a reference.  

3.  If I could be in charge of the course the next time around I would have put the night lecture in the afternoon.  A couple hours after lunch is finished, when most of the sampling is done (3:30pm) I would have lecture then.  And then do a shorter lecture after dinner (or none) and this could be time to finish samples and write logs and such.  I feel like a lot of people were getting burned out because we would do 12 hour days.  I know we had free time here and there but having the free time in a big chunk would be better and allow students to wind down.  

4.  When I signed up for this course, I was really excited to be going for a boat ride.  I had no real idea of what oceanography was or what we’d do and study.  Once we started doing work, I realized I actually liked what I was doing.  I am a picky person when it comes to school, even within my major, I either love or hate my courses there really is no in between feelings about them.  This experience has totally changed my thinking.  I knew before I got here that I liked boat rides and the water.  Over the last two weeks I have fallen in love with the ocean.  I have been planning on going to grad school for a while and have recently started looking for schools with geomicrobiology departments.  I have begun to do some serious thinking about my choices.  Being on a boat, doing oceanic research makes me happy.  I have loved every minute of the last two weeks- from the rolling ship (ok, so I didn’t like falling out of bed) to writing my term paper.  This course has had a serious influence on my future.  And when I finally figure out where that next step will be, I’ll make sure I tell you.  

