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GEOL 388, better known as Oceanography is a course in field methods however, you will learn much more than how to sample and make measurements.  Your first lesson is how to tie a knot so it doesn’t come undone.  As you learn this, you will begin to get an idea of what boat life will be like over the next two weeks.  Every object in the lab space needs to be tied down so that as the ship rolls, no one gets hurt by random flying equipment.  You will learn about yourself- just how well do you interact with strangers?  How do you entertain yourself when you have 177 feet of boat to share with 25 other people?  

Soon you will begin the lectures and labs.  You will learn about wind and water currents, chlorophyll and phytoplankton.  You will become familiar with a CTD and the procedures used to recover and deploy the instrument.  You will be able to read a water column profile and feel comfortable analyzing it.  Your lab skills will be tested and refined.  There are no repeats with this sampling; the measurements must be exact the first time.  


In a moving laboratory, safety always comes first.  When the weather is rough, only limited work can be done.  How do you handle chemicals like 10% hydrochloric acid when the ship is taking 30( rolls?  And then there’s the seasickness.  No matter how strong you think you are, the truth is you will get seasick at some point.  


It’s a struggle to stay awake in a classroom when you are tired.  Can you handle being tired because you were up all night being thrown from your bunk with the rolls of the ship?  


A typical day starts at 7:45am when you roll out of bed, find your clothes and come up to the galley for breakfast.  At 8:30, morning meeting commences.  Most likely you wil be stopping in an hour to deploy the CTD.  In the time between the station and the end of the meeting, depending on your tasks you can start prepping for you lab tasks or start on your daily log.  


At 9:30 the CTD is sent down and you may be involved with deployment meaning steel toe boots, an orange safety vest and a blue hard hat.  Safety is taken seriously on a ship with large equipment.  As the instrument moves through the water column, you will watch the measurements as they are plotted in the lab on the CTD computer.  Get ready for the pop quiz from Ajit.  When the CTD comes aboard, the SPMR instruments will go out off the back of boat.  If you are not involved with securing the CTD you’ll be handing out line on the back of the boat.  (FYI Make sure those lines are secured at all times because a couple thousand of meters of cable make an awfully big knot).  By the time the SPMR gets back on the boat, its lunchtime.  At 12:30 the afternoon meeting starts and you will soon be started in the lab with your samples.  Each day you will have a different aspect of sampling and analyzing the data.  The afternoon block is the biggest chunk of time you have during the day.  It’s also the best time to ask questions, as Ajit will be wandering in and out of the labs, observing.  Dinner starts at 5:30 and an hour later the night lecture begins.  


Night lectures are the hardest.  You are exhausted from the day and you feel like you’ve been in school all day long.  The last thing you want to do is have a lecture.  Try to fight that feeling because here you will learn the most about Oceanography and about those around you.  


After night lecture, you are free.  This is when you work on your daily log and on your reading assignments and term paper.  You hang out and get to know your classmates, or watch movies with the crew.  And then it’s off to bed.  I’d recommend bringing some rope to tie your self in because falling out of bed is not a pleasant experience, especially from the top bunk.


There are so many other aspects to the course to describe.  The crews are friendly and easygoing and are genuinely interested in what you are learning and doing.  They are more than willing to show you what their job entails, as well.  When the time comes to get off the ship, you just might not want to leave.  

