 DECODING OF XBT STATION INFORMATION

Each of the printed station carries a header card with vital details of the observation. It is decoded as follows.

READER RECORD:

Column 3             : XBT Probe type (X) One character code for eg. 2 for T7 XBT probe

Column 4-18        : Platform Name , Alphanumeric representation of ship name

Column 19-26      : Cruise number

Column 27-30      : Station number

Column 32-37      :  Date(IST) (YYMMDD) Year, month, date

Column 38-41      : Time (HHMM) Hour, min

Column 42-45      :  Latitude (DDMM) Degrees and minutes

Column 46           : Blank

Column  47          : Latitude hemisphere(X) 'N' or 'S'

Column 48-53      : Longitude (DDDMM) Degrees and Minutes

Column 53           : Blank

Column 54           : Longitude hemisphere (X) 'E' or 'W'

Column 55-63      : Count Number of depth-temperature pairs of that particular XBT drop

Column 1-5          : Depth   (XXXXX) Meters (5 meter depth interval)

Column 6-9          : Temperature  (XXXX)degree centigrade (temperature*100)

                                 Decimal point assumed

Depth Temperature pairs repeated as many times as necessary. For eg. for count of 153 there will be 153 pairs of depth temperature. One row will have 9 depth temperature pairs. So for a count of 153 we have 17 rows of depth temperature pairs. After the 17th row the header card of the next station starts.

