Foreword to the Japanese edition.

It is a great pleasure and a distinction for JGOFS to have a Japanese language version of the JGOFS Protocols.  The main objective of the Protocols book is to spread the application of the most widely used and up to date methods of biogeochemical analysis throughout the marine science community.  Making the book available in Japanese will expose many new students as well as senior investigators to JGOFS-approved methods in a more accessible form.  

You may be interested in hearing how this book came to be written in the first place, and how it was assembled.  The need for common, verifiable methods was recognized early in the organization of JGOFS.  Following the initiation of the project office in Kiel, JGOFS Chairs Bernt Zeitzschel and Trevor Platt, along with Neil Anderson worked through the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) to underwrite publication of a standard methods volume with UNESCO support.  At that time I was the Core Project Officer (the position now so ably filled by Roger Hanson in Bergen) and served as the “point-person” organizing the contributions from the many experts who wrote the individual chapters.  Andrew Dickson (Scripps), who developed the enormously successful CO2 standards program, served as the main technical editor.  Tony Knap, Tony Michaels and Ann Close (Bermuda Biological Station) edited and prepared the final text for publication.  For most chapters, JGOFS scientists and students formed experts’ working groups which contributed to the final text.  Each chapter was reviewed by two or more independent referees.  In all, over 100 persons contributed to the first edition of the Protocols.  

I wrote in the original edition that the job of defining protocols was not completed with the publication of the volume.  Since its publication in 1994, many methods have had improvements and new approaches have been  introduced and are becoming more widely used.  Enumeration of plankton using flow cytometry is one example.  Currently there is an effort to intercalibrate different methods for analyzing dissolved iron in seawater.  The job goes on.  I hope the wider accessibility of the Protocols volume in Japan stimulates more scientists and students to develop new techniques and improve the existing ones.  

I look forward to even closer collaboration and integration of Japan JGOFS into our global effort.  

Hugh Ducklow

Chair, JGOFS SSC

